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Punta Gorda ~2nd Best Place To Livel

Money Magazine liststop 300counties

By John Hadkworth ~ City Editor

It won't be on the newsstand until this weekend, but that didn't stop cdlers from dialing the
Charlotte County Chamber of Commerceoffices as ealy as 8 am. Wednesday.

Money magazne has ranked Punta Gorda - adually the Punta Gorda Metropolitan
Statisticd Area which includes al of Charlotte County - as the second best placein the U.S.
to live. Only Madison, Wis., bea out Charlotte County among the 300 aress listed in the
magazne's 10th annual li st.

The news not only delighted county officials and chamber members but creaed a swarm of
nationwide ariosity about thistiny county in Southwest Florida.

"Y ou couldn't have made abetter day for me," said Punta Gorda Mayor Lindsay Harrington .
when he head the news. "I have to goout and buy a dozen magaznes." Florida's Best

TheFlorida citieson Money Magazine's 1996" best
Pat Gorman, aretired Washington, D.C. lawyer and the official greeter for both the Charlottel  pjaces” list. Numbersin parentheses show 1995
County chamber and the Punta Gorda Business Alli ance, said he was not surprised at the

ranking. ranking.
"I've been here 18 yeas, and | agreewith everything in the aticle," he said. "My business 2. Punta Gorda (61) 22. Miami (67)
partner and | discovered this place dter driving from Cleawater to Marco Island,, trying to
dedde where to retire. | just think thisis terrific news.” 4. Fort Lauderdale (6) 23. Sarasota/Brandenton (14)
Charlotte County climbed from 61st. onthe list in 1995 to No. 2 this yea based on 6. Fort Myers/Cape Coral (34) |25. West Palm Bead (26)
improvementsin education, housing and leisure adivities.

7. Gainesville (1) 26. Brevard County (53)

Ira Hellman, a spokesman for Money magazne, said datais colleded on ead city in
categories that include: economy, hedthcare, crime rate, housing, transit, weaher, artsand  |10. Lakeland (41) 27. Daytona Bead (13)
education. Each areais ranked acording to national percentil e.

11. Tampa/St. Petersburg (11) |29. Fort Pierce (59)

12. Orlando (17) 37. Ocda(5)

file://C:\My%20Documents\My%20Webs\noreens\purta gada 2nd l@st.htm 3/25/03



Punta Gorda selected SecondBest Place To Live by Money Magazne Page 2 of 2

15. Naples (10) 53. Tallahassee(55)
18. Fort Walton Bead (28) 54. Pensaola (22)

20. Jacksonville (3) 94. Panama City (99)
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Noreen
McCarthy

Punta Gorda Redtor

PUNTA GORDA, FLORIDA
 AreaPopulation: 126,509
. Unemployment Rate: 4.6%

. ThreeBedroom House: $165,000

\ Property Tax: $1,700
. Top State & Locd Income Tax: None

. SalesTax: 7%

. Violent Crimes Per 100,000 People: 297
. Annual sunny days: 264

i For more information; 941-639-2222

Y ou©ve probably never heard of Punta Gorda. DonCt fret. The picturesque Gulf Coast areaof southwest Florida has been a wétept
secret waiting to be exposed. Truth is, plenty of Americans have been vating with their feet to establi sh this metro area, which
includes all of Charlotte Courty, as one of the best placesto live in the courtry. The courty had the largest popuation gowth of any
inthe U.S. during the 1980(90%): since 1990,the popuace has ball oored by another 16.7%. Even so, Punta Gordais dill tiny
enoughto be MONEY ©s Best Small Place to Live in America (page 77) as well as our Best Place in the South (page 85).

[tOs easy to see why Violent crime is 59% below the national average; it©s sunnytwo ou of every threedays, no ore©sin ahurry; a
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best yet, Punta Gorda©s econamy topped all 299 dher metro areas in the ranking.

The future looks equally bright. Indeed, the econamic forecasting from NPA Data Services
projeds that Punta Gorda©s 16.3% job gowth between nowv and 1999will lead the U.S., clocking
in a nealy triple the national average. "The Southwest isthe aurrent frontier in Florida," says
Stan Geberer of Fishkind & Associates, an econamic consulting firm in Orlando.Buddng
entrepreneurs, take note: Retiree-rich Charlotte Courty has the highest percentage of people over
65 in the courtry (35.1%) - threetimes the national average - so products or services geared to
older Americans have tremendous potential here.

But don©t expect to find orly retirees in Punta Gorda. Lately younger people visiting their parents
and gandparents are deddingto stay. They©re drawn by a cost of living that©s at 5% below the
national average, plus typical three-bedroom houses costing $165000, according to Century 21.
In idyllic Punta Gorda ldles, most homes have at least 2,000sg. ft., with apod and canal out
bad.

Thetown of Punta Gordaitself is Florida©s version d quaint. The revitalized davntown still has cobdestone streets and gas lamp
stredlights, patterned after the Spanish style of the 19th century. Y ou reedn©t worry abou crowds either. Once you get away from
U.S. Highway 41,the pipeline throughmost of the murty, Punta Gordaiis pretty quiet. Churches outnumber nightclubs (11to 1), and
you®re far more likely to see sandals and shorts than designer garb. Little League, bingoand gardening are top priorities for residents
when they©re nat saili ng in Charlotte Harbor or enjoying the whitesand beach in nearby Englewood.

Punta Gordaisthe kind d place many newcomers quickly learn to love. For instance, Jerry and Patricia Hayes, 45and 41,aren©t the
dightest bit sentimental abou leaving New York City two years age. "l wear shorts to work and have time to ride a bike, which |
haven©t dore since | was akid," says Jrry, aformer Wall Street broker who nov sellsreal estate. Adds Patricia, anurse "My friends
from New Y ork are overwhelmed by the beauty of the water and the people here. Some of them have started to hotse hurt.
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There ae ealy evenings when driving into Punta Gorda from the north can take your breah away.

Asyou reach the peak of the bridge spanning Charlotte Harbor, the bright red of the sun setting to
your right illuminates the historic sedion d the gproaching
city. Beneath you, sail boats large and small cut patterns
through the water like askater onice ajoggers and picnickers
dot the park onthe other side.

As you reach the bottom of the bridge, you kegin to enter the
heat of what Money magazine described as the second hest
areain the United Statesin which to live.

Welcome to Punta Gorda.

Related Links

The only city in Charlotte Courty, Punta Gorda is about 100
miles uth of Tampa onthe Gulf Coast between Sarasota
and Ft. Myers. The dty originally was founded in 18870n
the ideathat all the waterfront land would be for public
parks. That changed when haneowners eventually outvoted
the man running the dty and started a new destiny for the
town by the harbor.

Charlotte County
Chamber of Commerce

Charlotte County Profile

Edison Community College

Punta Gorda Business Alliance

The name Punta Gorda, which means "fat point” when
trandlated from Spanish, was given to the dty because a

Punta Gorda Isles Civic Association broad part of the land in Punta Gorda juts into Charlotte

Harbor. The harbor itself is smewhat unique, asit isthe
point where the Peace River meds the ocean.

The aty isbourded by the harbor on ane side and by rural land onthe other. That rural landis hometo
large tracts of citrus, cattle and swamp with ranchettes that produce meat and fruits. The rural land
eventualy meds up with the borders of North Fort Myers.

The dty of Punta Gordaisarich mix of cultures and age groups, as families, retirees and winter
residents are neighbarhoods. One of the hallmarks of Punta Gordaisits bourtiful offering of clubs,
organizations and civic groups.

Civic invalvement spill s over into city commisgon medings, where thetown is dill small enough for
folksto know the mayor on afirst-name basis.
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City

Punta Gorda

linme City Manager City Councll City Clerk Podicg Fire Procuremen
Ltilities Puislic Woirks m Code Compliance Finanee Human Besm ces

Community Development

About the
Department FAST FACTS
Ew 2000 Census Information
ALL AGES 18 YEARS
FAQ POPULATION AND RACE AND OLDER
Mumber Parceni  Number Percent
Fast Facts Todal Population 14,344 100 13,167 100
|
Monay e race 14,247 g3 13108 05 &
Magazine White 13,569 Bdg 12635 e
Article Biack or African Amancan A54 I 320 24
Welcome Amarican Indian and Alaska
Punta Gorda Mative 24 02 3 2
Business! Asian 12 08 &7 o7
Mative Hawaiian and Olher
Pacific Iskandar 4 0 2 g
Soma other race B4 ) -] 41 03
Twa Of mana racas &7 a7 54 04
HISPANIC OR LATING AND RACE
Tatal Population 14,344 100 13,167 100
Hispanic and Lating (of any i)
racs) 285 Z 205 1.8
Naot Hispanic or Lating 14,059 g 12,982 88 4
One race 13.573 ard4 12,506 =
VWhite 13373 #32 12475 a4, 7
Black or African American 447 31 e 2.4
American Indian and Alaska
Nafve 23 0.2 22 2
AsiEn 112 a8 &7 07
Mative Hawalian and Othar
Facific |slandar ? 0 1 0
Some olher race 15 01 5 4|
Twed of Mone fases 5 0.5 55 o4

Source: US Census Bureau, Gansus 2000 Radistricting Data (Fublic Law
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94-171) Summary File, Matrices PL1, PLZ, PL3, and PL4.

Detailed 2000 Census information will be forthcoming upon releass by
the US Census Bureau,

1980 Census Information - General

Population 10,747
Median Family Income for Punta Gorda $40, 288
Median Family Income for Charlotte County $20.522
Percent of Persons in Poverty in Punta Gorda 8 4%
Percent of Persons in Poverty in Charlotte County 7.5%
Median Value of Owner-Occupied Homes in Punta Gorda F168 200
Median Value of Owner-Occupied Homes in Charlotte $77 200
County .
Median Age in Punta Gorda i
Years
Median Age in Charlotte County ,I,Eig
Persons per Household i Punta Gorda 205
Persons per Household in Charlotte County 2.23
Various Related Statistics
1980 Census Population 6,800
1956 Estimated Population 12,308
1987 Projected Population 12,831
July, 1993-January, 1997 Permitted Single Family Homes 818
July, 1983-January, 1997 Permitted in Multifamily Structures AR
1997 Projected Seasonal Population 16,550

1997 Estimated Median Family Income in Punta Gorda MSA $36, 200

@ 2001 City of Punta Gorda, Flonida, All nghts reserved.
















































